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CROP HEALTH SITUATION DURING NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 2008
This issue of the Wheat Crop Health Newsletter outlines the sowing information in different parts of the country and crop health situation in the areas where the crop has germinated. The reports on crop health were received from Dr. V. L. Majumdar (Durgapura), Dr. B. P. Kurundkur (Mahabaleshwar), Dr. S. C. Misra (ARI, Pune), Dr. A. K. Singh (Faizabad) and  Dr. I. K. Kalappanavar (Dharwad).  A survey trip was undertaken by a team of Entomologists, Dr. K. S. Babu, Dr. M. C. Jat (DWR, Karnal) and Dr. Beant Singh (PAU, Ludhiana) from 15-17th December, 2008 in Haryana, Punjab and Rajasthan for monitoring of mealybug incidence as well as appearance of rust and general wheat crop health status. Crop monitoring visits were also undertaken in Karnal, Panipat and Kurukshetra districts by Drs. A. K. Sharma and K. S. Babu (DWR.)
North Western Plain Zone (NWPZ): The sowings in most parts of NWPZ were completed in time. In Haryana, sowings started in the middle of October and were completed by November end in most of the area. The germination and crop stand were good. No disease was reported from anywhere in the zone. In Karnal and Panipat area, the crop was healthy but in some sporadic fields, pink stem borer and root rot were seen during December.  The incidence, however, was very low.  General yellowing in the lower leaves was also seen during December end. Survey was undertaken by Durgapura centre on 26th November, 2008 in Jaipur and nearby fields where most of the sowings were completed by the last week of November. Mainly RAJ 3077, RAJ 3765 and C 306 have been sown in Jaipur and nearby areas. 
A survey trip was undertaken by Drs. Dr. M. C. Jat,  K. S. Babu, (DWR) and Beant Singh (PAU, Ludhiana) in Haryana, Punjab and northern Rajasthan during 15-17th December. Team surveyed the areas of Karnal, Ambala, Ludhiana, Moga, Talwandi, Faridkot, Bathinda, Abohar, Sriganganagar, Hanumangarh, Sangaria, Chautala, Abub Sahar, Dabawali, Sirsa, Ding, Fatehabad, Uklana and Narwana, where the cotton-wheat is the main cropping system. The crop was very good. Crop was late in cotton grown areas. There was no incidence of mealy bug in any of the above areas surveyed even though cotton stalks were still lying on the corners of fields. In the areas surveyed, low incidence of termites was observed in the sandy to sandy loam soils in most parts of Rajasthan and cotton belt of Punjab. There was sporadic incidence of pink stem borer in Punjab in fields where rice was the preceding crop. 
North Eastern Plain Zone (NEPZ): Sowings in Faizabad area continued upto 2nd fortnight of December. Only 40 per cent sowings were completed in November. Main varieties sown in the area are, PBW 343, PBW 154, PBW 502, HD 2733, NW 1012, HUW 468 and NW 1067. The germination was good, though some seedling mortality was noticed in some fields due to foot and root rot. Termite damage was also noticed in few farmers fields.

Peninsular Zone (PZ): The sowings were completed by the majority of the farmers in Western Maharashtra and Pune area in November. Overall crop health status was good in most of wheat growing areas. During the last week of November, weather was cloudy for a few days and precipitation occurred at some places. Germination was good, both in timely as well as the late sown crop.  During December end, the crop was at tillering to boot stage. Weather during second fortnight of December was cool, which was congenial for crop growth. No incidence of any pest or disease was reported during this period from Western Maharashtra. 
Both rainfed and irrigated wheat crop was excellent in Dharwad district of Karnataka due to rains received in the month of November. However, leaf rust was noticed in the first week of December 2008 on Amrut at MARS, Dharwad and around Dharwad. 
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A training for two visiting scientists from Egypt, Dr. Maher Abdel Mon’em Maghraby and Dr. Adil Abdel Aziz Hagras of Agricultural Research Centre, Cairo, Egypt was organized by Crop Protection Programme at Directorate of Wheat Research, Karnal from December 9-22, 2008. Trainees also visited DWR Regional Station Flowerdale, Shimla for getting exposure on wheat rust work.





A Symposium on ‘Role of Transgenics in defense of Agricultural Crops’ and Annual Meet (North Zone Chapter) of Indian Phytopathological Society was organized at this Directorate from December 23-24, 2008.
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